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Inner ear called the cochlea (ke JHK-lee-uh). The incoming id that

v's membrane (the oval window) to vibrate the ﬂL];liCh is

This motion causes ripples in the basilar membrane, % s. At

hair cells, so named bacaiise of their tiny hairlike P"”JeCtll,’nﬂ;csc
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Brief exposure to extremely intense sounds, such as gunfire B e dam-
and prolonged EXposure to intense sounds, such as amplified music, ngo} Al
48¢ receptor cells and auditory nerves (Backus, 1977; West & Evans, p : -ian"v
though rock and rol] may be here to stay, the sad truth for some rrmjk mU:‘i th.‘i
is that their hearing may not be. For others, hearing loss, EHPECMH.Y ',-: ing

higher frequencies, accompanies the biology of aging. To many adults, € P
birds seem quieter
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, and soft conversation becomes frustratingly unintellig
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Enlargement of middle ear and inner ear, showing
cochlea partially uncoiled for clarity
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